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 FRANK SPEIGHT 
As he approaches is 80th birthday, Frank has decided 
to Retire (or so he says).  He is known to thousands of 
Scouts and Guides who have been to Bradley Wood.  
over the past 45 years.  He had many role, but most will 
know him from his many years of leading camp fires on 
a Saturday night.  His knowledge of where service pipes 
were laid, and other useful information about the site, 
is of great benefit to today’s team who are looking 
after the site for another generation, 

 
Frank started at the Wood after being asked by 
Desmond Baker (a member of the County Training 
Team) if he would help to set up camp for one of the 
courses.  Frank being Frank agreed and having done his 
best was asked again and again, gradually increasing his 
involvement and taking on the duty of Quarter Master 
for the Training Team. 
 
He has been a member of the Camp Staff, archery 
instructor, a leading light at the Camp Fire circle and 
Scouts Own service. 

Since he reached the statutory retirement age, he has 
continued to assist where needed and is a founder 
(senior) member of what has been affectionately 
termed “The Summer Wine Team”, which meets most 
Wednesday mornings to carry out various tasks.  
 
Happy 80th birthday, and thank you Frank for all your 
enthusiasm and support over the years. 
 
 
BRIAN HATCHER 
Brian Hatcher has been one of the more familiar faces 
at Bradley Wood (he was part of the team that helped 
create the Jubilee Centre) and this autumn he decided 
that the time had come to retire from his regular role.  
 
Lots of you will have met Brian as he used to “do the 
books” on a Thursday night in the reception, when the 
shop was open and was regularly asked all sorts of 
questions from “where is the shop?” to “how do I book 
a camp?”.  He also worked all day on a Friday ensuring 
Bradley Wood was financially well run.  We therefore 
wish him a happy retirement from the Wood and thank 
him for all his efforts.   
 
 
ESTATE 
Anyone into Jam Making?  It’s too later this year but 
would anyone be interested in making produce from the 
Wood next year? 
 
There are plenty of brambles on site with blackberries 
that could be made into Jam.  
 
There are crab apple trees that have produced a 
bumper crop of apples this year (anyone using Archery 
1 or the Shooting Range recently will have got quite 
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heady on the scent of fermenting apples).  These could 
make a delicious Jelly. 
 
The fruit of the blackthorn, sloes are found on site, 
which can be used to make Sloe Gin which could be 
ready for Christmas. 
On the same theme, would anyone be interested in 
planting potatoes with their young people with a view to 
harvesting them later in the year and holding a 
campfire and baked potato evening?  I have an area in 
mind that could make an ideal potato patch.  
 
If anyone is interested in any of the above can they 
please contact me (mick.harrop@bradleywood.org.uk).  
Whilst encouraging the above we also need to 
remember that all of the above are an important food 
source for the birds & mammals on site. 
 
Wildlife 
Treecreepers continue to be one of the most frequent 
birds I see on site along with the more common 
members of the Tit family.  I have also seen 
Nuthatches recently as well as the occasional glimpse 
of the Woodpecker. 
 
Migrant birds are now in the country, so keep an eye 
out for Redwings, Fieldfares and Siskins on site. 
 
Work On Site 
I’ve recently made some litter bin surrounds from 
timber which I hope you will agree look much better 
than looking at plastic dustbins.  Thank you to two 
young members of the service team, Chris & Gary for 
helping with these. 
 
Last week, I pruned and shaped the Willow Den again.  
I’m intending to put woodchip inside the Den to keep 
the nettles down next summer and also put in the log 
seats I promised last year.  I have also added three 
habitat piles of logs in the Bug Trail area. 
 
Thanks to Calderdale College DofE who have recently 
put in a woodchip path from site 6/7 to the Nepal 
Building to try and discourage people from going over 
the dry stone wall which inevitably damages it. 
 
We are now at that time of year when the whole site is 
covered with dead leaves and, if the weather is kind to 
us, I would like to clear all of these leaves from site 
before Christmas to give the grass the best chance of 
surviving the winter.  Any offers of help with clearing 
these would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Mick Harrop 
Estate Manager 

Wildlife story. 
About two months ago I was walking down the bottom 
of the Wood by the stile, when about 10 yards to my 
right I saw a crow fly off four yards above the ground, 
then closely followed by a buzzard (another carrion 
feeder) closely followed by a magpie seeing where the 
bird of prey went to. 
 
I have also seen a tree creeper 
 
Laurence Dawson 
‘Night Warden’ 
 
 
VOLUNTEERING 
Lloyds Direct Mortgage Acquisition 
On 16th September, I was expecting 36 colleagues from 
Lloyds Banking group to come and do a day’s 
volunteering.  Unfortunately, only around 20 were able 
to make it.  However, my initial concern that we would 
not get done what I had planned were ill-founded.   
 
The team split into three groups.  One group bagged up 
rubble to back fill some trenches, and another filled 
bags with the soil from the raised beds in the Lower 
Car Park which have now been demolished.   
 
The remainder did further work on Archery II by 
extending the target range and installing additional 
steps.  The whole team then moved a large amount of 
wood chip into the area to provide a good walking 
surface  
 
RSA  
On 27th September, a group of 10 Process Consultants 
from RSA arrived from around the country.  They had a 
climbing session on the wall, before retiring to the 
Jack Boocock Centre.  Some camped and some stayed in 
the Centre. 
 
Next day, they undertook volunteering work around the 
site.  This involved digging foundation holes around the 
septic tank, to enable a new roof to be erected at a 
later stage.  Also, they continued the task of putting 
wood preserver on the fencing around the Activity 
Area. 
 
The following day, they had a formal meeting in the 
Jubilee Centre, before departing home late afternoon. 
 
 
DWP – Huddersfield – 4th October 2011 
(article from DWP Newsletter) 
Mike Bedford (Redundancy Coordinator), Phil Main 
(Redundancy Support), Claire Berry (Employer Adviser) 
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and June Hirst (Employer Adviser) all from Crown 
House, Huddersfield JCP 

 
Brief summary of experience:- 

 

Mike Bedford said “My own personal experience of the 
day was very positive and I got a lot out of 
participating.  I was doing all kinds of work outdoors 
from bench building to planting bulbs, the weather was 
good and it was a very rewarding feeling giving 
something back to the community.  Actually been a 
volunteer for the day gave me a really useful insight in 
to the hard work these guys do and how necessary they 
are.  We really came together as a team and the leader 
was fantastic and a great guy, making us feel welcome 
and providing support and guidance all throughout the 
day.  I would recommend everyone volunteer for a day 
as it does make a difference and gives you a fresh 
perspective on your own approach to day to day life 
back at the office”.  

 

Claire Berry said “I had a thoroughly enjoyable day on 
Tuesday and would highly recommend the DWP 
Community 100,000 to anyone.  I was able to help with a 
number of projects from building a bench, to clearing 
paths and planting bulbs.  I would certainly be 
volunteering my time to help my local community in the 
near future.  The members of staff that accompanied 
me on Tuesday were a delight to volunteer with and I 
feel I have strengthened my relationship with them.  I 
would welcome the opportunity to do further 
volunteering work with the team I work with on a daily 
basis as I feel it would strengthen us as a team.  Thank 
you Bradley Wood for letting the four of us come to 
the site and help”.  

 

Phil Main said “The experience was both enjoyable and 
rewarding.  We got the opportunity to work outdoors, 
learning new skills and to work alongside work 
colleagues from different teams whilst also doing 
something for the community”. 

 

June Hirst said “I had a really good time and would 
endorse this to everyone, found I learnt skills (and 

muscles) I didn't know I had!!!  Also would like the 
opportunity to do this again as good to spend time with 
colleagues learning and working together and also good 
to see what a difference our small effort did to the 
site”. 
 
Lloyds Group IT Halifax Join Forces for a D2MAD 
2011 
On the 6th October 2011, a group of nine colleagues 
from many areas of Group IT, all based in Halifax 
ventured deep in to Bradley Wood to provide some 
much needed help to Bradley Wood Scout Camp.   
 
The D2MAD challenge 

The task required 
of the team was to 
remove an old, 
blocked concrete 
bridge over the 
stream at the 
Archery Range, and 
replace it with a 
new, more safely 

positioned wooden alternative, that is vital for the 
retrieval of the arrows from the archery targets. 
 
The team split into two teams:  Team1 ventured off to 
a nearby workshop to start to build the wooden frame 
that would later be positioned as the new bridge.  The 
frame was built from scratch requiring the team to cut 
the wood, secure the pieces together and then paint it 
to protect it from the elements once it was insitu.  
Team 2 set about removing the old concrete bridge and 
clearing the debris which was preventing the stream 
from flowing properly, causing the area to regularly 
food during heavy rain fall.  With a train of 
wheelbarrows, pick axes, shovels and a hydraulic 
concrete breaker the team set about removing the 
bridge and clearing it away. 
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The excitement came mid-afternoon when the bridge 
frame and the ground were ready to receive the new 
bridge.  The team carried the approximately 6ft by 
20ft bridge frame from the Workshop down to the 
Archery Range to start to secure it in place before the 
wooden walking boards could be added to complete the 
bridge. 
 
This was a thoroughly enjoyable and rewarding 
experience for the colleagues involved.  Bradley Wood 
colleagues thanked the team for how much they had 
achieved in one day. 
 
 
FACILITIES 
A new boiler for heating and hot water has been 
installed in Woodhouse Lodge. 
 

Additionally, new thermostats have 
been installed in all buildings.  
These enable the temperature to 
be set at different levels 
throughout the day, and for 
different days.  Generally, during 
the week the buildings will be 
heated for a couple of hours in the 
morning.  However, on Fridays and 

at weekends, the settings reflect the requirements for 
an occupied building. 
 
If occupants want to increase (or decrease) the 
temperature, they simply press the � (or �) to the 
required temperature.  The system will reset itself at 
the next checkpoint.  This negates the possibility of 
empty buildings being heated excessively. 
 
A hair dryer has also been installed in the Ladies side 
of the Main Toilet Block 
 
 
TRACTORS 
It is with sadness that we 
have sold our two large 
tractors – Belarus and 
Massey Ferguson.  They 
both haven’t been used 
for the last two years, and 
needed substantial work 
to make them ‘road worthy’.   
 
We are now in the process of selling the attachments 
(snow plough; gritter; flayle; etc) and two large trailers 
 

  

  
 
 
IT'S GRIM UP T'NORTH 2011 
Around 300 Scouters enjoyed a fun packed weekend at 
Bradley Wood without a Scout in sight (well almost!). 
 
Friday night started with a social gathering in the 
Jubilee Centre with a great band performing all the 
well-known hits from times gone by.    
 
Saturday saw a more active pace, with the opportunity 
to take part in all the activities which, as a Leader, you 
are normally supervising – high ropes; archery and a 
trip to the new Green Withens Watersports Centre.  
Alternatively, there were a number of bouncy castles, 
craft bases or the opportunity to continue/refresh on 
your Leader Training. 
 
The evening started with wine tasting and a pub quiz.  
This was closely followed by a camp fire where the 
singing was boosted by the ‘input’ from the previous 
activity.  At the beginning of the campfire, one ‘newbie’ 
Leader was heard to say that you wouldn’t catch him 
doing all these silly actions to songs.  Unfortunately, 
the ‘BP Scouting Spirit’ got him…..the rest is history. 
 
The evening continued with a brilliant 
singer/songwriter, who was a bit overcome by the very 
positive reception that he got.  Needless to say that 
the bar was busy, with a selection of local beers on 
draught. 
 
On Sunday, it was the Market Place in Jubilee Centre, 
where different campsites, activities and skills had 
stalls. 
 
The weekend was made even better as most 
participants opted for the catering option, which 
ensured that they were well fed without the hassle. 
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Thanks to the organisers and all the supporting staff 
for a brilliant weekend. 
 
Grim will return next year – 12th/14th October 2012 
 
 
WOODLAND CHALLENGE 

Congratulations to 
everyone who took part on 
Sunday 23rd October!  
After a slightly delayed 
start, over 300 runners 
took part in the 2011 
Woodland 10k Challenge.  
Conditions were just about 
perfect and there were 
plenty of smiling faces at 
the finish line. 
 

 
 
HISTORY 
In this, and future editions of The Woodpecker, the 
history of Bradley Wood compiled by Keith Moss, will 
be serialised. 
 
 
Historically BRADLEY saw establishment many years 
before the Norman Conquest.  Hewn out of great 
woodland tracts of Oak, Birch and Hazel and named by 
the Anglo Saxons, indeed it was most probable a 
settled agricultural community flourishing before 1066 
when its ownership and character changed dramatically. 
 
Nowadays, it is practically impossible to pin point the 
centre of BRADLEY, but in the late 11th and 12th 
Century it was almost certainly in the vicinity of 
BRADLEY HALL.  This is quite near to the unofficial 
grave of Robin Hood who reputedly died in Kirklees 
Priory by Bradley Park Woods (alongside the A644 
from M62 jnc 25 to Cooper Bridge roundabout). 
 
It is known that the Monks of Fountains Abbey (in what 
is now North Yorkshire) bought, or were granted, most 
of the land piecemeal, including BRADLEY WOOD 
c1175.  They built forges in the wood to melt ironstone, 
which was mined nearby at Colnebridge.  The woods 
being an ideal place, because of its ability to provide a 
constant supply of charcoal to fire the furnaces. 
 
BRADLEY’s two bridges, Cooper Bridge (originally 
Bradley Bridge) and Colne Bridge were built at this 
time by the monks to enable materials and men to be 
moved about to adjoining monastic properties.  The 

original bridges being made of wood, after many repairs 
in 1700 they were rebuilt in stone. 
 
In 1190 evidence of clearance, alteration and 
settlement took place.  This may have led to the name 
BRADLEY - its definition at the time being BROAD LEA 
or BROAD MEADOWS. 
 
Even in 1332 troubles at Bradley Wood existed.  
Evidence the “Brighouse Court Rolls” May 1332.  
Extract:- 
 
“Sir Walter, Abbot of Fountains complains by William 
Granger of Bradley his attorney, that Adam Del Rode 
cut and carried away the Abbot’s wood at Bradley to 
his damage of half a mark.  Adam comes and is not able 
to deny it, and Adam is amerced 2d for trespass” 
 
The Abbey control was relinquished in 1379 to a John 
de Grenewood, Farmour. 
 
The most important landlords were the Pilkington’s, who 
held BRADLEY from 1478-1829 and under whose 
control it was eventually developed as a woodland 
estate, supplying bark, charcoal and timber.  It has to 
be appreciated that at this period of time the woods 
covered hundreds of acres and were joined to 
Screamer, Dyson, Upper and Lower Fell woods which 
are ½ mile away from the campsite at the other side of 
the motorway. 
 
In the years c1600, within BRADLEY, were four named 
settlements, Shepherds Thorn and Lamb Cote still 
exist today. 
 
There was also in the area stone quarrying.  In 1718 the 
tolls in association with all quarries of stone, were 
leased to James William Murgatroyd. 
 
In 1812 the ‘Luddites’ were active in this area and on 
Saturday the 28th April, William Cartwright, a local mill 
owner was returning home from Huddersfield by way of 
Bradley Wood when he was attacked in the wood by the 
Luddites.  Fortunately he escaped uninjured, unlike the 
well documented attack on William Horsfall, another 
local mill owner, who was ambushed and shot to death. 
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COUNTY CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 
Thursday 1st December 
From 8pm 
Jubilee Centre 
All those involved in anyway with Bradley Wood are 
welcome to attend  
 
FORMER “FRIENDS OF BRADLEY WOOD” 
This year there will not be a “Christmas Do” at Blackley 
Cricket Club. 
 
Instead you will be welcome to join us: 
 

• Monday December 5th 2011 
• The Toby Inn, Ainley Top, Elland 
• gathering from 11.45am 

 
There will be an opportunity to eat, drink, and chat 
with Scouting friends. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you. 
 
Hazel Browell 
 
 
PROVIDORE AT THE WOOD 

Open/Coffee morning 
Saturday 3rd December 

10.00am - Noon 
Have you seen our new shop? 

Then please pay us a visit and look at our fantastic 
stock of badges, fancy goods (stocking fillers) 

 
“Scout and Proud” “Guide with Pride” Hoodies, Polo’s 

etc. 
Diamond Jubilee badges and souvenirs 

 
We are ready for Christmas - YES more 

lights and decorations 
 

Can’t come Saturday? then come on Sunday 
The Scout Shop will be open on Saturday 

Come along and have a coffee and mince pie, 
and finish with a walk around the wood 

We look forward to seeing you 
Make a donation to “Scope” 

County Charity for 2011/12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREEN WITHENS CHRISTMAS GATHERING 
Thursday 22nd December 
From 8pm 
Jubilee Centre 
Bar open to all 
 
 
CHRISTMAS CLOSURE 
Bradley Wood and the County Office will close on 
Wednesday 21st December 2011 and re-open on 
Wednesday 4th January 2012 
 
 
SCOUT SHOP 
The Shop will not be open on Thursday 29th December 
 
It is now possible to directly dial the Scout Shop on a 
Thursday night between 7.00pm and 9.30pm.  Their 
telephone number is 01484 727237 
 
 
BAR 
The bar will be open on Thursday 22nd December, but 
closed on Thursday 29th December 
 
 

 

 

The Woodpecker - edited and compiled by Garry Kettle 


